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PITTMAN, Judge. 

The marri a g e of Lauren P. Chapman ("the mother") and 

Jason S c o t t Bunch ("the f a t h e r " ) — from which one c h i l d was 

born t o the p a r t i e s on J u l y 12, 1992 — was d i s s o l v e d by the 

M a r s h a l l C i r c u i t C ourt i n December 1993; cu s t o d y of the c h i l d 

was awarded by t h a t c o u r t t o the mother. In A p r i l 2011, j u s t 

b e f o r e the c h i l d a t t a i n e d the age of 19 y e a r s , the mother 
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f i l e d a p e t i t i o n i n t h a t c o u r t t o modify t h a t judgment, 

s e e k i n g an award of p o s t m i n o r i t y e d u c a t i o n a l s u p p o r t f o r the 

c h i l d p u r s u a n t t o the h o l d i n g i n Ex p a r t e B a y l i s s , 550 So. 2d 

986 ( A l a . 1989); the mother a v e r r e d t h a t she and the c h i l d 

were bo t h r e s i d e n t s of L o u i s i a n a . The f a t h e r f i l e d a motion 

t o d i s m i s s f o r l a c k of s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n , a v e r r i n g 

t h a t he had r e s i d e d i n Tennessee s i n c e 1997 and t h a t the 

mother and the c h i l d had r e s i d e d i n L o u i s i a n a s i n c e a t l e a s t 

2007. In h i s motion, the f a t h e r r e l i e d upon § 205 of the 

U n i f o r m I n t e r s t a t e F a m i l y Support A c t ("UIFSA"), which Alabama 

has c o d i f i e d a t § 30-3A-205, A l a . Code 1975, f o r the 

p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t the t r i a l c o u r t had l o s t s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 

j u r i s d i c t i o n t o modify the s upport p r o v i s i o n s of the d i v o r c e 

judgment because n e i t h e r p a r t y nor the c h i l d remained i n 

Alabama. The t r i a l c o u r t e n t e r e d a judgment g r a n t i n g the 

f a t h e r ' s motion t o d i s m i s s and t h e r e a f t e r d e n i e d a 

postjudgment motion f i l e d by the mother a t t a c k i n g the 

c o r r e c t n e s s of t h a t judgment; the mother then a p p e a l e d t o t h i s 

c o u r t . 

The mother contends on a p p e a l t h a t the t r i a l c o u r t 

r e t a i n e d s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n t o m o d i f y the s u p p o r t 

p r o v i s i o n s of i t s 1993 d i v o r c e judgment, c i t i n g H a l l v. H a l l , 
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524 So. 2d 370 ( A l a . C i v . App. 1988), 1 and Ex p a r t e C a r s t e n s , 

728 So. 2d 128 ( A l a . 1998), as s u p p o r t i n g the p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t 

an Alabama t r i a l c o u r t has c o n t i n u i n g s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 

j u r i s d i c t i o n t o modify monetary o b l i g a t i o n s p r e v i o u s l y 

e s t a b l i s h e d by t h a t c o u r t i n a d i v o r c e judgment. However, the 

l e g a l l a n d s c a p e i n e x i s t e n c e a t the time t h a t the m o d i f i c a t i o n 

p e t i t i o n s were f i l e d i n H a l l (1985) and C a r s t e n s (1997) was 

d r a s t i c a l l y changed by Alabama's a d o p t i o n of UIFSA, which 

a p p l i e s t o p r o c e e d i n g s i n i t i a t e d on o r a f t e r January 1, 1998. 

See A l a . Code 1975, § 30-3A-905(a). 

UIFSA p r o v i d e s , i n p e r t i n e n t p a r t : 

"A c o u r t of t h i s s t a t e i s s u i n g a s u p p o r t o r d e r 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the law of t h i s s t a t e has c o n t i n u i n g 
e x c l u s i v e j u r i s d i c t i o n over a c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r : 

"(1) as l o n g as t h i s s t a t e remains the 
r e s i d e n c e of the o b l i g o r , the i n d i v i d u a l 
o b l i g e e , or the c h i l d f o r whose b e n e f i t the 
s u p p o r t o r d e r i s i s s u e d ; or 

"(2) u n t i l a l l of the p a r t i e s who are 
i n d i v i d u a l s have f i l e d w r i t t e n consents 
w i t h the c o u r t of t h i s s t a t e f o r a t r i b u n a l 
of a nother s t a t e t o modify the o r d e r and 
assume c o n t i n u i n g , e x c l u s i v e j u r i s d i c t i o n . " 

1We note t h a t because the a p p e l l a n t i n H a l l d i d not 
c o n t e s t the s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n of the t r i a l c o u r t i n 
t h a t case (see 524 So. 2d a t 371), any pronouncement i n our 
o p i n i o n t o the e f f e c t t h a t s u b j e c t - m a t t e r j u r i s d i c t i o n 
n e c e s s a r i l y c o n t i n u e s as t o m o d i f i c a t i o n p r o c e e d i n g s based 
upon the p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t such p r o c e e d i n g s are " e x t e n s i o n s " of 
the o r i g i n a l d i v o r c e a c t i o n amounts t o mere d i c t a . 
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A l a . Code 1975, § 30-3A-205(a) . The O f f i c i a l Comment t o UIFSA 

§ 205 s t a t e s t h a t , " i f a l l the r e l e v a n t persons — the 

o b l i g o r , the i n d i v i d u a l o b l i g e e , and the c h i l d — have 

permanently l e f t the i s s u i n g s t a t e , the i s s u i n g s t a t e no 

l o n g e r has an a p p r o p r i a t e nexus w i t h the p a r t i e s or c h i l d t o 

j u s t i f y e x e r c i s e of j u r i s d i c t i o n t o modify"; f u r t h e r , "the 

i s s u i n g t r i b u n a l has no c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n about the f a c t u a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s of anyone i n v o l v e d , and the t a x p a y e r s of t h a t 

s t a t e have no reason t o expend p u b l i c funds on the p r o c e s s . " 

A l a . Code 1975, § 30-3A-205, O f f i c i a l Comment; a c c o r d  

L a t t i m o r e v. L a t t i m o r e , 991 So. 2d 239, 243 ( A l a . C i v . App. 

2008) ( h o l d i n g t h a t , under UIFSA, Alabama c o u r t s may modify an 

Alabama c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r " o n l y i f the o b l i g o r , the o b l i g e e , 

or t he concerned c h i l d a f f e c t e d by t h a t o r d e r r e s i d e i n the 

s t a t e and a l l the p a r t i e s who are i n d i v i d u a l s have not f i l e d 

w r i t t e n consent f o r the t r i b u n a l of another s t a t e t o e x e r c i s e 

j u r i s d i c t i o n over the c h i l d - s u p p o r t o r d e r " ) . 

In t h i s case, u n l i k e i n L a t t i m o r e ( i n which we reached a 

c o n t r a r y c o n c l u s i o n ) , t h e r e i s n e i t h e r any c o n t e n t i o n nor any 

i n d i c a t i o n i n the r e c o r d t h a t any p a r t y t o t h i s case remains 

an Alabama r e s i d e n t . Under the c i r c u m s t a n c e s p r e s e n t e d , the 

t r i a l c o u r t c o r r e c t l y d i s m i s s e d the mother's p e t i t i o n t o 

modify. The judgment of d i s m i s s a l i s t h e r e f o r e a f f i r m e d . 
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AFFIRMED. 

Thompson, P.J., and Bryan, Thomas, and Moore, J J . , 

concur. 
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